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As the topic of my essay is on VERSATILITY, I
hazard English in expressing myself even though
I am a dyed-in—the-wool Japanese who has been

learning Chinese exclusively in Tokyo.

Japan is said to be uniquely homogenous in the

world thanks mainly to its geographical
background as an insular country being surrounded
by seas on each and every side. Thus, we can
easily distinguish Japanese from aliens who speak
different tongues. In this context, learning
foreign languages can still be held in esteem in
this island nation.

The situation, however, is changing rapidly due
to frequent daily communication with outside
world on an easy footing such as Internet. In
other words, mingling with other peoples on
various soils under any conditions regardless of
our preference has now become a prerequisite for

the basis of nation’ s existence.

A foreign language, whatever it is, which is used
in daily business is just a means of communication,
thus it would be maneuvered after a fashion by
almost all guys  in a very near future on account
of recent phenomenal development of Al technology,
even though I do not deny the necessity of
sophisticated dialogue between flesh—and-blood
persons in which evasive expressions are peppered

as a tactic so as to avoid a commitment to the other

side.

In this sense, what is now being required is not

a command of a foreign language, but an acceptance



of versatility. Even in Philosophy of Atomi
University uploaded in the school Website has a
following stipulation:

~ the University recognizes its greatest social
contributions: nurturing deep insights into the age

and societies in which we live ~

To be honest, 1 have failed in acquiring an
adequate command of practical Chinese despite my
attendance at the course in repeated semesters.
I know I am responsible for this failure since my
efforts toward achieving the end has fallen short
both in quality and quantity. I, however, am very
pleased to have learnt a lot about Chinese history
and culture under Professor Li Zhenxi through his
ardent lectures, consequently his instruction has
led me to such versatile world of the civilization
of the Middle Kingdom which has been built over
the past several millennia in an unbroken line by
Chinese—speaking people all over the world who

recognize themselves as Huaren or #EA,

This is the reason why I speak so highly of this
course. The more I appreciate the course, the
more I regret the decision by school management
to discontinue such precious educational
opportunities. Right from the start, Atomi has
been opened to only females, thus voluntarily
limiting itself from getting versatile in a
broader way in this world of equality between the
sexes. | must say such conclusion should be
against the tide of history. Hence, 1 am
imploring the school management for giving a

second thought.

Though I am not always content with the present
situation as I mentioned in the above, I am ending
this paper by thanking everybody for giving me
such splendid chances to find joy in learning

through interacting with talented and interesting
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fellows in every walk of life.
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Themes in American Culture

(SR D) . .
AT AFEREHA Kevin Scott

‘This course has two main aims: (1) to improve students’ reading, writing, speaking, and
vocabulary skills, (2) to familiarize students with various themes in American culture. Each
lesson will examine a different theme in American culture--with weekly reading selections,
listening/speaking exercises, and worksheets. Students will work individually and together.
“They will be given both required and optional homework assignments. Class will be conducted
exclusively in English, and geared toward active student participation. Students will work
individually, in pairs, and in small groups.

Discussing Sustainable Development

(B

WA APUFWAI2 =2 WLFEHBH  Colin Macleod

In 2015, the Sustainable Development Goals were created by the United Nations to help
promote both human prosperity and protection of the environment. The goals cover key issues
such as poverty, health, education, cquality, and climate change. In this class we will discuss these
goals to try to understand why they matter. We will consider the targets that have been set for
cach goal and the indicators being used to measure our progress towards achieving them. We
will use recent news stories as case studics to help us see cach goal at a community level, not jusca
macro level.
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Themes in Modern World History
AT AFREHE  Brian Sayers

‘The aim of coursc is to provide students with both the tools and the placform to analyze and discuss
controversial issucs in Modern World History. In order to realize our position in an increasingly
globalized socicty, it is imperaive that we try to understand the factors and events that shaped the
Modern World. “The study of History in this course will develop studencs’ critical thinking skills and ac
che same time provide them with a decper understanding of what it means to sharc a common humanity.
‘This course will chare some of the major political, social, and cconomic changes that took place in
Wiestern Countries during the modern period and will show how these changes impacted upon the rest
of the world. It will adopt both a thematic and a broadly chronological approach. Course themes will
include Colonialism and Slavery, Enligh and Revolution, Evolution and ialism, Liberal
Democracy and Authoritarianism, Independence and Nation building. Case studics of individual
countrics will provide conerete examples of the general themes discussed. This course will involve the
analysis of primary source documents relaced to the themes sudied in class. Students are also required
to write an essay and give a short presentation on it.

Controversial Issues in the USA
MWD - AFRAEHE  Kevin Scott
Each lesson will examine a single controversial issue. Scudents will receive weekly reading/writing

/speaking cxerciscs & . “They will be expected to work both individually
and together in groups. They may be asked to give short presentations during the final class.
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